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THE SCOTTISH OFFICE 



Agriculture and Fisheries Department 



Pentland House 
47 Robb’s Loan 
Edinburgh EH14 ITW 



Telephone 031-244 
Fax 031-244 6001 



To Interested Organisations 



Our Ref: FLS/12 




18 October 1991 



Dear Sir /Madam 

DRAFT REGULATIONS GOVERNING IMPORTS OF FOOD FROM PERU, 
ECUADOR AND COLUMBIA: 

THE IMPORTED FOOD (SAFEGUARDS AGAINST CHOLERA) REGULATIONS 



The Government proposes to bring into force shortly new Regulations to 
implement European Community legislation governing imports of foods from 
parts of South America affected by the cholera epidemic. The new 
Regulations will revoke the Imported Food (Peruvian Foodstuffs) 
Regulations 1991 . A draft of the proposed Regulations , which cover 
imports from Peru, Ecuador and Colombia and apply to England, Wales 
and Scotland, is attached. Comments on the proposEils are invited, 
addressed to me at the above address by 25 October. I am sorry that 
this ^ows only a very short period for consultation. However, I should 
explain that since all Member States of the European Community are 
required to give effect to the legislation in question the UK would not, in 
any event, be able to modify the draft Regulations to take account of any 
comments on those aspects of the draft Regulations which faithfully reflect 
the contents of the European Community legislation. 

Background to the draft Regulations 

Following the outbreak of cholera in Peru at the end of January 1991, a 
number of countries worldwide introduced measures of var3ring stringency 
to restrict imports of foods from that country. Although recognising that 
the risk of cholera being transmitted via imported foodstuffs was small, 
the UK introduced the Imported Food (Peruvian Foodstuffs) Regulations 
as a precautionary measure on 1 March 1991. 

Faced with inconsistent responses to this problem among member states, 
the European Commission sent a team of experts to visit Peru to assess 
whether the small risk warranted taking European- wide precautionary 
measures. The team examined at first hand the health controls imposed 
on the Peruvian food export sectors . On the basis of their findings the - 
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European Commission adopted Decisions 91/146/EEC and 91/147/EEC 
concerning imports into the European Community of fish, and fruit and 

vegetables respectively. A copy of the texts of the Decisions is 
enclosed . 

PERU: Commission Decisions 91/ 146 /EEC and 91/ 147 /EEC 

The effect of 91/ 146 /EEC is to allow the importation of consignments of 
seawater fishery products from Peru (with the exception of bivalve 
molluscs and local fishery products, ie those harvested by small, 
non-export sector concerns) subject to their being accompanied by a 
certificate from CERPER, the Peruvian State inspection service, containing 
the information itemised in Schedule 1 . The importation of freshwater 
produce, with the one exception provided for in Decision 91/ 393 /EEC 
(copy of text enclosed) is prohibited. Draft Regulation 2. 

The effect of Decision 91/ 147 /EEC is to allow the importation of 
consignments of fruits and vegetables and fruit and vegetable products 
from Peru subject to their being accompanied by two certificates: one 
from CERPER containing the information itemised in Schedule 3, and the 
other from the Peruvian Ministry of Health stating that the cholera 
organism is not present. Dried fruit and fruit and vegetable products of 
high acidity (a Ph value of less than 4.5) are exempt from the 
requirement for certification. Draft Regulation 4. 

ECUADOR AND COLOMBIA 

FoUowing the spread of the epidemic to Ecuador and Colombia the 
European Commission sent a team of experts to those countries , again to 
assess first hand the effectiveness of the health controls. They 
concluded that the controls on the fishery sectors were adequate and on 
the basis of their findings Decisions 91/ 281 /EEC and 91/ 282 /EEC (copies 
enclosed) governing imports of fishery and aquaculture products were 
adopted. The effect of these Decisions is to continue to allow imports of 
those products into the European Community provided they are 

accompanied by certificates from the relevant national authorities. Draft 
Regulation 3. 

The team of experts were also satisfied that the health controls were 
adequate on exports of fruits and vegetables from Ecuador and Colombia. 

other provisions of the draft Imported Food and Feedingstuffs 

(Safeguards against Cholera) Regulations . 

Draft Regulation 5 attaches strict conditions to the re-exportation to other 
Member States of food covered by the Regulations. It may be necessary 
to redraft this Regulation, in so far as it concerns the re-exportation of 
fish products, if the European Commission adopt and publish in the 

Official Journal of the European Communities a new Decision before our 

national Regulations are made and laid before Parliament. In that event, 
a new Regulation would prohibit the re-exportation of fish products from 
Great Britain to another Member State unless each lot has been inspected 
and it has been established that there is a proper correlation between the 
lots and the accompanying documentation. Draft Regulation 6 creates 
offences for the importation and re-exportation of food in contravention of 
the Regulations. Dreift Regulation 7 applies provisions of the Food Safety 
Act 1990 to the admissibility of certificates required for the purposes of 
these Regulations. Draft Regulation 8 confers responsibility for the 
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enforcement of the Regulations. Draft Regulation 9 revokes the Imported 
Food (Peruvian Foodstuffs) Regulations 1991. 

Proposed Council Regulation 

In order that there should be a consistent approach by Member States to 
imports of fruits and vegetables from countries affected by cholera, and a 
legislative framework within which modifications may be made quickly as 
the scale and scope of the epidemic changes, it has been agreed that the 
European Commission will bring forward a European Council Regulation on 
imports of fruits and vegetables from such countries, A text is currently 
being finahsed and we anticipate that this Regulation will come into force 
during November. In the first instance, it will cover imports from Peru, 
Ecuador and Colombia. Decision 91/ 147 /EEC will be revoked when the 
Council Regulation comes into force. We expect the Council Regulation to 
be on similar lines to decision 91/ 147 /EEC but the provisions will be 
modified so as to remove the requirement for certification in respect of 
certain products on or in which the cholera organism would not survive, 
eg products which have been subject to a heat treatment and those which 
have spent at least 21 days in transit from the affected country. The 
Council Regulation will be directly applicable in aU Member States and the 
proposed national Regulations will need to be amended in so far as they 
cover foodstuffs dealt with by the Council Regulation, ie fruit and 
vegetables. National Regulation 4 and the reference to it in 
Regulation (6)1 will cease to have effect, together with Schedule 3. We 
will inform you as soon as the Council Regulation has been adopted. 

In order to help informed debate on these proposals the Department would 
like (as is its normal practice) to make available to the public on request, 
copies of responses to this letter. The Department wiU assume therefore 
that responses can be made publicly available in this way. If 
respondents indicate that they wish all or part of their reply excluded 
from this arrangement, its confidentiality will be strictly respected. 

I enclose a copy of the hst of organisations to whom this letter has been 
sent. Further copies of these papers may be obtained from the above 
address (Telephone 031-244 6186). 

Yours faithfully 



/v\ ^/WSOliA 



David Morrison 
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Interested Organisations 



Convention of Scottish Local Authorities 

Scottish Food Co-ordinating Committee 

Association of Public Analysts of Scotland 

Royal Environmental Health Institute of Scotland 

Sea Fish Industry Authority 

Scottish Fishermen's Federation 

Highlands and Islands Fishermen's Association 

Glasgow Wholesale Fish Trade Association 

Scottish Federation of Fishermen's Co-operatives Ltd 

Federation of Highlands and Islands Fishermen 

Scottish Federation of Fishmongers 

Scottish Fishermen's Organisation Ltd 

Scottish Fish Producers' Organisation 

Scottish Shellfish Growers' Association 

Scottish Fish Merchants' Federation 

Wholesale Grocers' Association of Scotland 

Scottish Grocers’ Federation 

British Soft Drinks Association Ltd 

Co-operative Union Ltd 

National Farmers’ Union of Scotland 

Edinburgh & Leith Wholesale Fruit Trade Association 

Glasgow Wholesale Fruit & Vegetable Traders' Association Ltd 

Aberdeen & North of Scotland Wholesale Fruit Merchants' Association 
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citation, commencement and interpretation 

!♦- (1) These Regulations may be cited as the Imported Food and 

Feedingstuffs (w<5afeguards against Cholera) Regulations 1991 and 
sliall come i nto force on [ ] 

(2) In these Regulations- 

"the Act" means the Food Safety Act 1990; 

“affected country "means Colombia, Ecuador or Peru; 
"CERPER" means El Centro de Certificaciones Pesqueras 
in El Callao, Peru; 

"fish" includes crustaceans and molluscs other than 
bivalve molluscs; 

"pH value" means the negative decimal logarithm of 
hydrogen ions expressed in moles per litre; 

"product" means anything derived from a fish, fruit, 
mollusc or vegetable by any process of preparation* 

"proper authority" means- 

r- (a) as respects Colombia, the Ministry of 

Health of Colombia; 

(b) as respects Ecuador, the National 
Fisheries Institute of Ecuador; 

"relevant fruit" means- 

fa) any fruit other than dried fruit, 

(b) any fruit product with a pH value of 4.5 or 
more ; 

"relevant vegetable" means 

(a) any vegetable, 

(b) any vegetable product with a pH value of 4.5 
or more . 

(3) For the purposes of these Regulations - 

(a) a fish product is from an affected country if it 
consists of, or is derived from, any fish which has been 
landed there, subjected there to any process of preparation 
or consigned from there by way of export; 

(b) a bivalve mollusc is from an affected country if it has 
been landed there, subjected there to any process of 
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preparation or consigned from there by way of export,' 

(c) a relevant fruit or vegetable is from Peru ' if it has 
been harvested there, subjected there to any process of 
preparation or consigned from there by way of export- 
(4) In these Regulations- 

(a) a reference to a numbered regulation or Schedule is a 
reference to the regulation or Schedule in these 
Regulations which bears that number; 

(b) a reference in a regulation to a numbered paragraph is 
a reference to the paragraph of that regulation which bears 
that number- 

Prohibition on importation of fish products from Peru- 

2-~(l) Mo person shall import into Great Britain- 
(a) any bivalve mollusc from Peru; 



(b) any fish product intended for human or animal 
consumption which consists of, or is derived from, 
fish landed in Peru in the course of artisanal 
fishing, that is to say fishing carried on by an 
individual mainly for the purpose of providing fish 
for consumption by the individual and his family. 



(2) Subject to paragraphs (3), (4) and (5) no person shall import 
into Great Britain for human consumption, or consumption by an 
animal, any fish product from Peru. 

(3) The prohibition imposed by paragraph (2) does not apply to 
a fish product if it is accompanied by a numbered and dated 
certificate issued by, and signed by an authorised officer of, 
CERPER containing the declaration mentioned in paragraph 1 of 
Schedule 1 and the particulars mentioned in paragraph 2 of that 
Schedule- 

(4) The prohibition imposed by paragraph (2) does not apply to 
rainbow trout ( salmo gairdneri ) prepared for sale by 
Piscifactorias de Los Andes S.A, in the province- of Concepcion 
in Peru imported as or as part of a consignment which is 
accompanied by 

(a) a certificate from CERPER containing the declaratio 
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and particular* referred to in paragraph (3); and 

(b) a certificate from the Peruvian Ministry of Health that 

at the date of despatch of the consignment no case of 

Vibrio cholera had been detected in the province of 

Concepcion. 

(5) The prohibition imposed by paragraph (2) does not apply to 
fishmeal . 

Prohibition on importation of fish products from Hcuador and 
Colombia 

3*-(l) Subject to paragraph (2) no person shall import into Great 
Britain for human consumption any fish product or bivalve mollusc 
from Ecuador or Colombia . 

(2) The prohibition imposed by paragraph (1) does not apply to 
fish products or bivalve molluscs from Ecuador or Columbia 
intended for human consumption which are imported as, or as part 
of, a consignment which is accompanied by a numbered and dated 
document issued by the proper authority in that country, signed 
by an authorised officer of that authority and containing the 
particulars set out in Schedule 2. 

-Prohibition on importation of fruit and vegetables from Peru 

No person shall import into Great Britain for human 
consumption or consumption by an animal any relevant fruit or 
relevant vegetable which has been harvested or prepared for sale 
in Peru unless the consignment of which it forms part is 
accompanied by the documents referred to in paragraph (2). 

(2) The documents required by paragraph (1) are a numbered and 
dated document issued by, and signed by an authorised officer of, 
CERPER containing the particulars mentioned in paragraph 1 of 
Schedule 3 and the declaration mentioned in paragraph 2 of that 
Schedule, and a numbered certificate isauod by the Peruvian 
Ministry of Health that the consignment is free of Vibrio 
g,tel^ra.t 

Prohibition on e:iqport to other Member States of fish products and 
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bixrar>>e laolluscs originating in an affected country and of fruit 
and vegetables froaa Peru 

5„“(1) Subject to paragraph (2) no person shall consign for 
export to another Member State any fish product or bivalve 
mollusc which is from an affected country or any relevant fruit 
or relevant vegetable from Peru which is intended for human or 
animal consumption. 

(2) The prohibition imposed by paragraph (1) does not apply to 
goods to be exported- 

(a) by sea^ if they are to be sent from a port in Great 
Britain to a port in another Member State and the latter 
port has facilities for inspection of imports; 

(b) by air, if they are to be sent from an airport in Great 
Britain to an airport in another Member State and the 
latter airport has facilities for inspection of imports. 

Offences 

6. i\ny person who contravenes regulation 2(1) or (2), 3(1), 4(1) 
or 5(1) shall be guilty of an offence triable only summarily, and 
liable on conviction to imprisonment for a period not exceeding 
three months or to a fine not exceeding level 5 on the standard 
scale or to both. 



Itpplication of previsions of the Food Safety Act 1990 

7*-'(l) The following provisions of the Food Safety Act 1990 shall 
apply for the purposes of the Regulations as they apply for the 
purposes of sections 8,14, and 15 of that Act and unless the 
context otherwise requires a reference in them to the Act shall 
be construed as a reference to these Regulations: 

section 2 (extended definition of”sale'* etc*)? 

section 3 (presumption that food intended for human 

consumption) ; 

section 20 (offences due to fault of another person; 

section 21 (defence of due diligence); 

section 30(8) which relates to documentary evidence); 

section 33 (obstruction etc* of officers); 

section 36 of the Act (offences by bodies corporate). 
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(2) Section 49(4) of the Act shall apply to a certificate given 
by a proper authority, CERPER or the Peruvian Ministry of Health 
for the purposes of these Regulations as it applies to documents 
authorised or required to given by a food authority, but as if 
the words "under this section" were omitted. 



Enforcement and execution 

8*-(l) Subject to paragraph (2) these Regulations shall be 
enforced and executed- 

(a) as respects each London borough or district in England 
and Wales, by the council of that borough or district; 

(b) as respects the City of London (including the Temples) 
by the Common Council? 

(c) as respects each islands area or district in Scotland, 
by the islands or district council - 

(2)- Where any functions under the Food Safety Act 1990 are 
assigned - 

(a) by an order under section 2 or 7 of the Public Health 

1 

(Control of Disease) Act 1984(a) to a port health 
authority? 

(b) by an order under section 172 of the Public Health 
(Scotland) Act 1897(b) to a port local authority? 

these Regulations shall be enforced by that authority within its 
area and not by the authority mentioned in paragraph (1). 

Revocation 

9. The Imported Food (Peruvian Foodstuffs) Regulations 1991(c) 
are hereby revoked. 

In witness whereof the Official Seal of the Minister of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food is hereunto affixed on [date] 

(a) 1984 C.22 

(b) 1897 C.38 

(c) SI 1991/370 
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SCHEDULB 1 



Regulation 2(3) 
Contents of certificate from CERPER for fish products 
1. The following particulars - 

(a) a description of the consignment 

(b) a description of the nature of the preparation which it 
has undergone; 

(c) the registration and approval number assigned to the 
factory by CERPER. 

7 . A declaration that - 

(a) the factory at which the preparation took place is 
subject to inspection by CERPER 

(b) the processing methods at the factory meet the standards 
laid down in the circular issued by CERPER on 21 February 
1991* 



SCPfiDULE 2 Regulation 3(2) 

Particulars to be contained in docuirients relating to fish and 
bivalve molluscs from Golomi^ia and Ecuador 

1, A description of the consignment; 

fl 

2r A description of the processing to which the consignment has 
been subjected; 

3. The licence number assigned to the exporter by the proper 
authority - 



SCREDtJLE 3 Regulation 4(2) 

Contents of document from CERPER relating to fruit and vegetables 
from Peru 

X . The folX owing particulars- 

(a) the name and address of the factory at which the fruit 
or vegetable has been prepared for sale; 

■(b) a description of the consignment; 

(c) a description of the nature of the preparation which it 
has undergone; 

(d) the number of the certificate issued by the Peruvian 
Ministry of Health in accordance with regulation 4(2). 

2. A declaration that- 

(a) conditions at the factory are sufficient to ensure the 
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hygienic handling of the fruit or vegetable; 

(b) the factory has a system for the chlorination of waste 
water; 

(c) the factory at which the preparation took place is 
subject to inspection by CERPER. 



EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This Note is not part of the Regulations-} 

These Regulations prohibit (subject to certain exceptions) the 
importation into Great Britain of fish products (including fish 
and molluscs) which have been harvested or processed in Colombia , 
Ecuador or Peru, unless they are accompanied by appropriate 
documentation from the food control authorities in the country 
where they were harvested or prepared for sale - (Regulations 2 and 
,3 aiid the Schedules ) - 

They also prohibit absolutely the importation into Great Britain 
of" bivalve molluscs from Peru and products of artisanal fisheries 
in Peru. (Regulation 2(1)). 

The prohibitions contained in regulation 2 give effect to 
Commission Decision 91/146/BEC concerning protective measures 
against cholera in Peru (OJ No L73 20 . 3 . 91,p. 34 ) , as amended by 
Commission Decision 91/393/EEC (OJ No L 209 31-7.91 p42) which 
modifies the prohibition in relation to certain processed rainbow 
trout* The exception from the prohibition on importation of fish 
products and molluscs from Ecuador and Colombia gives effect to 
Commission Decision 9 1/2 81 /EEC concerning importations of fishery 
and aquaculture products from Ecuador (OJ No L142 6.6.91fP43) and 
Commission Decision 91/282/EEC concerning importations of fishery 
and aquaculture products from Colombia (OJ No L142 6. 6-91, p* 44)* 

The importation of fruit and vegetables, and fruit and 
vegetable products which have a pH value of more than 4.5 for 
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human consumption from Peru is also prohibited unless the 
consignment is accompanied by a certificate from CERPER as to the 
standards met by the production plant and one from the Ministry 
of Health in Peru certifying the absence of Vibrio cholera in the 
consignment .( Regulation 4 and Schedule 3). 

The re-export from Great Britain to another Member State of 
fish products and bivalve molluscs which are from affected 
countries, and relevant fruit and relevant vegetables from Peru, 
and intended for human or animal consumption, is prohibited 
unless the receiving port or airport has facilities for the 
inspection of imports a This give effect to Commission Decisions 
91/146/EEC and 91/147/EEC concerning protective measures against 
cholera in Peru (OJ No L73 20.3.91,p*34 and p*35 respectively), 
9 1/2 81 /EEC concerning importations of fishery and aquaculture 
products from Ecuador (OJ No L142 6*6.91,p43) and 91/282/BEC 
concerning importations of fishery and aquaculture products from 
Colombia (OJ No L142 6 . 6 . 91 ,p. 44 ) . (Regulation 5)* 
Contravention of the various prohibitions contained in the 
Regulations is an offence (regulation 6)* Various provisions of 
the Food Safety Act 1990 are applied for the purposes of the 
Regulations (regulation 7). 

I 

The Regulations are to be enforced in England and Wales by 
district councils, London borough councils and the Common 
Council of the City of London, and in Scotland by district and 
islands councils, except within the area of port health 
authorities or port local authorities, where they are instead to 
be enforced by those authorities * (Regulation 8) 

The Regulations also revoke the Imported Food (Peruvian 
Foodstuffs) Regulations 1991 which made other provision in 
respect of the importation of these products from Peru. 
(Regulation 9). 

The circular issued on 21 February 1991 by CERPER, the regulatory 
authority for fish products from Peru , (compliance with which 
on the part of the factory of production is a pre-requisite for 
the importation of most fish products from Peru), and a 
translation of the circular, may be obtained from the 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Departmental Library, Department of Health, Hannibal House, 
Elephant and Castle Shopping Centre, London SEl upon payment of 
the standard charge imposed by the Library for photocopying 
(presently 14 pence per page). 
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Otficial Journal of the European Communities 



20. 3. 91 



COMMISSION DECISION 
of 19 March 1991 

concerning protective measures against cholera in Peru 

(91/1 46/EEC) 



THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES. 

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European 
Economic Community, 

Having regard to Council Directive 90/675/EEC of 10 
Decernber 1990 laying down the principles governing the 
organization of veterinary checks on products entering 
the Community from third countries (’), and in particular 
Article 19 thereof, 

Whereas in accordance with .Article 19 of Directive 
90/675/EEC the necessary decisions shall be adopted in 
particular concerning the importation of certain products 
from third countries in which any phenomenon liable to 
present a serious threat to animal or public health appears 
or spreads ; 

Whereas an epidemic of cholera is developing in Peru ; 
whereas this disease presents a serious threat to public 
health and whereas the cholera agent may contaminate 
animals as well as products of animal origin ; 

Wfiereas a mission of Community experts has visited 
Peru in order to examine the situation and to study the 
guarantees necessary to avoid the risk of introducing 
cholera into the Community; 

Whereas it is necesary to prohibit the importation of 
"fisheries products originating in or coming from Peru ; 
whereas, however, this prohibition must not be applied to 
certain consignments covered by appropriate guarantees 
gi>en by the official Peruvian authorities; 

W'hercas the abovcmcntioned guarantees shall apply 
without prejudice to conditions applicable, despite this 
exceptional situation, to importations coming from Peru ; 

Whereas provisions should be laid down to ensure that 
effective checks arc conducted on products accompanied 
by certificates in the Member State where they are 
intended to be released for consumption and there should 
be a review of the provisions of this Decision where a 
check on import reveals the presence of the cholera 
vibrio : 

Whereas the measures laid down in this Decision are in 
accordance with the opinion of the Standing Veterinary 
Committee ; 

H.AS ADOPTED THIS DECISION ; 

Artidt 1 

Member States shall prohibit the importation of fisheries 
and fresh water products originating in or coming from 
Peru, with the exclusion of fish meal. 



Artide 2 

However, the prohibition laid down in .Article 1 shall not 
apply to consignments of fisheries products with the 
exclusion of bivalve molluscs and fishery products from 
artisanal fisheries originating in Peru and accompanied by 
an official certificate delivered by CERPER (public enter- 
prise for the certification of fisheries producu of Peru) 
comprising the following elements : 

— Number and date ; 

— Description of consignment and nature of treatment ; 

— Registration and approval number of the factory; 

— Attestation that the factory is subject to an inspection 
regime enforced by agents of CERPER ; 

— Attestation that the processing methods conform to 
CERPER circular 70-021/91 of 21 February 1991 ; 

— Signature of an official representative of CERPER. 

Artide 3 

Member States shall prohibit the re-expedition to the 
territory of other Member States the products referred to 
in Article 2, unless the products are introduced into a port 
or airport and that they are destined for another port or 
airport equipped with an inspection post and that the 
products are transported, as the case may be, by sea or air. 

Artide 4 

If during an import check the authorities of the .Member 
States discover the presence of the cholera agent, they 
shall so inform the Commission and the other Member 
States immediately, without prejudice to measures to be 
taken in respect of the contaminated consignment. 

Artide 3 

The Commission shall follow the development of the 
situation and this Decision shall be amended immediately 
in the light of that development and in particular in the 
case allowed for in Article 4. 

Artide 6 

This Decision is addressed to the Member States. 

Done at Brussels, 19 March 1991. 

For the Commission 
Ray MAC SHARRY 
Member of the Commission 



(’) OJ No L 373. 31. 12. 1990. p. 1. 
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Official Journal of the European Communities 



No L 73/35 



COMMISSION DECISION 
of 19 March 1991 

adopting protective measures against cholera in Peru in respect of impots 

(91/147/EEC) 



THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES. 

Having regard to the Treaty esublishing the European 
Economic Community, 

Having regard to Council Directive 90/675/EEC of 10 
December 1990 laying down the principles governing the 
organization of veterinary checks on products entering 
the Comunicy from third countries ('), and in particular 
Article 19 (I) thereof. 

Whereas, in accordance with Article 19 of Directive 
90/675/EEC, the necessary decisions must be adopted in 
particular in respect of imports of certain products from 
third countries where any phenomenon likely to present a 
serious threat to livestock or public health appears or is 
spreading ; 

Whereas an epidemic of cholera is developing in Peru ; 
whereas that disease presents a serious threat to public 
health and whereas the cholera vibrio may also contami- 
nate friill and vegetables ; 

Whereas a mission of Community experts has visited 
Peru in order to exaine the situation and to consider the 
guarantees necessary to forestall the risk of cholera being 
introduced into the Community ; 

Whereas, in view of the observations made during that 
mission, a Community measure must be uken urgently ; 
whereas the national measures already adopted in certain 
Member States point to broad agreement in favour of the 
adoption of specific measures ; whereas, in order to ensure 
the application of a uniform measure, the Commission 
has resolved to adopt this decision ; 

Whereas imports of fruit and vegetables originating or 
coming from Peru should be prohibited ; whereas, 
however, such a prohibition must not apply on the one 
hand to certain consignments covered by appropriate 
guarantees given by the official authorities in Peru and on 
the other hand to dry products and to products which are 
not likely to be carriers of conuminadon agents on 
account of their acidity ; 

Whereas the abovemention ed guarantees arc to apply 
without prejudice to the conditions applicable to imports 
from Peru had this exceptional situation not arisen ; 

Whereas provisions should be laid down to ensure that 
effective checks are conducted on products accompanied 
by certificates in the Member State where they are 
intended to be released for consumption and there should 



(>) OJ No L 373. 31. 12. 1990. p. 1. 



be a review of the provisions of this Decision where a 
check on import reveals the presence of the cholera 
vibrio. 



HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION : 

Article 1 

The Member States shall prohibit imports originating in 
or coming from Peru of : 

— fruit and vegetables covered by Regulation (EEC) No 

1035/72 0 and 827/68 0, 

— processed fruit and vegetable products covered by 

Regulation (EEC) No 426/86 (^), 

— bananas covered by CN code 0803 

with the exception of dry fruit and products with a pH 
value of less than 4,5. 

Article 2 

However, the prohibition laid down in Article 1 shall not 
apply to consignments of fruit and vegetable products 
originating in Peru and accompanied by the following 
documents ; 

1. an official certificate issued by CERPER giving the 

following : 

— the number and date ; 

— a description of consignment and nature of treat- 
ment ; 

— the name and address of factory ; 

— an attestation that the factory meets the health 
conditions required to ensure proper hygiene in 
handling and in particular that it has a system for 
the chlorine treatment of waste water; 

— an attestation that the factory is subject to a strin- 
gent inspection regime by agents of CERPER and 
that all the hygiene conditions regarding proces- 
sing, packaging and presenution are complied 
with ; 

— the number of the analysis attestation issued by the 
Ministry of health ; 

— the signature of an official representative of 
CERPER ; 



{* *) OJ No L 118, 20. 5. 1972. p. 1. 
{>) OJ No L 151. 30. 6. 1968. p. 16. 

(•) OJ No L 49. 27. 2, 1986, p. 1. 
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1 a numbered and dated oirr.ricace issueu by :he Peru- 
vian .Mimsc.-v or Heaitn lesc.r-'inj :o the absence or 
concamtnacian bv :he uhoiera vtbno or the products ;n 
tr.e consignment exocrted. 



.imn/c J 

Tne N(em.be: States shall prorubtt the r<>dispatch to the 
terrnor/ or ocher Mem.ber Sates or the pccduca reterred 
to ;n .\rr.cie 2 unless chose products enter a port or 
airport, are destined tor another port or airport vhich has 
an inspection pose and are exported, as the case may be, 
bv i <2 or air. 



If the authorities or the .Member Sates discover the 
presence or the c.hoiera agenc during a check on import, 
they jhail so inform the Commission and the other 



Member Sates forthwicn. witnouc pceiudice to measures to 
be taken in respect oc the conaminated consignment. 

.irr.'L.'r > 

The Commission shall .monitor developments in uhe situ- 
ation and this Decision shail be amended iramediateiy in 
the light or such developments anc ;n particular in the 
case provided for in .\.*ticle -i. 

.-irricts 3 

Tlais Decision is addressed to the Member Sates. 

Done at 3nasseis. 19 .March 1991. 

For tht CommUsion 
Marun 3A.N'GcNL-LNN 
Vlci-Prti'idin: 
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